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Message from Chairperson

I am almost receiving the 1* year anniversary since | was appointed
to be the Chairperson for the Matsumae International Foundation and
the Foundation itself will receive the 39™ anniversary in this June. During
these 39 years, we have been privileged to invite 797 fellows from 118
nations. | would like to take this opportunity to express my thankfulness
to those who sympathize the Foundation’s philosophy, especially the
host professors as well as the corporate and individual donators with
great enthusiasm.

In this issue, MIF featured the letters from our fellows which we

received during the academic year of 2017. These letters tell us how
successfully your colleagues are doing even after they went back to their
home countries. | am confident to tell you that these achievements are
the products from their priceless experiences gained in Japan. | also
encourage you to visit our website http://www.mif-japan.org/?hl=en

where you can find our day-to-day activities.
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April 5,2018
Dear MIF’s Chairperson Professor Toshiaki Hashimoto,

Warmest wishes to you and the MIF on Easter week!
I sincerely wish you to be in good health, good creative
mood, have lots of good luck and success both in life
and work.

In Belarus, Catholics celebrate Easter this week and
we, Orthodox, will start celebration of Easter on April 8,
2018. The weather changed sharply yesterday in Minsk.
After grey days with snow from time to time, it is warm
and the sun is shining in a bright blue sky for the whole
day. What about the weather in Tokyo?

Best wishes,

lya Tashlykova-Bushkevich

P.S. Here is a page of a Belarusian newspaper “Nas-
taunitzkaya gazeta” with my interview titled “I want
girls to be brave”. It is about women physicists, Belarus
and International Conferences on Women in physics
where | presented Belarus (ICWIP’2014 in Canada and
ICWIP'2017 in the UK organized by IUPAP, USA): https://
nastgaz.by/iya-tashlykava-bushkevich-hochatstsa-

kab-dzyauchynki-byli-smelymiy/.

Another piece of news is that this spring | was elected
as one of the new vice-presidents of Belarusian Physical
Society (BPS). Right now there are some plans that BPS
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will rapidly grow this year thanks to new members -
physics students at the Belarusian State University will
organize the youth branch of the BPS.

Dr. lya I. Tashlykova-Bushkevich, 2008-14
Associate Professor

Physics Department

Belarusian State University of Informatics and
Radioelectronics (BSUIR)
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February 13,2018
Dear MIF staff,

Happy belated New Year.
It is my pleasure to write
MIF today as | have been
appointed the Head of my
Department. Being a Head of
Department here comes with
a lot of responsibilities as |

now represent the University
of Nigeria administration here in my department. |
have begun several key projects in refurbishing of
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laboratories, use of renewal energy and several study
group formations.

| just hope that the opportunity to visit Japan comes
soon to enable me pay a visit to the MIF garden.

My best regards,

Engr. Prof. Emeka S. Obe, MNSE, MIEEE, FMIF, FAvH,
2004-21

Head, Department of Electrical Engineering
University of Nigeria, Nsukka

Nsukka 410001 Enugu State

NIGERIA
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December 14, 2017
Dear MIF,

I hope that everything is fine for you and your
family. | would like to inform you that | am the winner
of the Twas-atta-ur-Rahman prize 2017 (https://twas.
org/article/remy-bertrand-teponno-wins-twas-atta-

ur-rahman-prize). This year, the competition was

between researchers from 66 countries. The Matsumae
International Foundation contributed to this success
because | obtained interesting results during my
research stay under its financial supportin Japan. Thank
you very much for your kind help and support. Have a
nice evening.

Sincerely yours,

Rémy Bertrand TEPONNO, PhD, 2014-22
University of Dschang
Faculty of Science

Department of Chemistry
Dschang, Cameroon
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BERBILUTRERO TN THHATH 2 Z L2 fioTH D 9, ST, 4. Twas-atta-ur-Rahman
prize 2017 (https://twas.org/article/remy-bertrand-teponno-wins-twas-atta-ur-rahman-prize) %* %%
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Rémy Bertrand TEPONNO (20174 7 zu—)
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August 29, 2017
Dear MIF,

It is with real pleasure that
| received the MIF Fellowship
Directory, 2016 Edition.

| am very happy to see my
image among very important
‘ persons of peaceandresearch

o

among the recipient countries of MIF Fellowship

around the world. And my
country, the Mali, appears

program.

Please, translate my warm greetings to all MIF. |
miss very much the Japan train and the kind Police
mans!

Adama Telly DIEPKILE, 2016-03

Assistant Professor

Faculty of Science and Technics,

University of Sciences, Technics & Technologies of
Bamako

Bamako, Mali
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August 8, 2017 well too. One is Yumi san, student of KOBA sansae, then
Dear MIF team & all my friends at Japan, dean of Matsudo Campus of Chiba University. Koba
sansae too visited our University to review her studies
I miss you all. Hope all is in my University.
well at MIF office . Our Sincere Prayers on the Hiroshima Day.

Mii sansae retired and so
Nakamura sansae, who are Sincerely
taking care of the lab & re-
search. My love for all my lab- G J Janavi, Ph.D., PDF (Japan), 2010-05
mates. Professor & Head

Thinking of you all. A few Department of Nano Science & Technology
Japanese students are now coming to our University to Tamil Nadu Agricultural University
learn culture & markets of agriculture. Tamil Nadu, INDIA

Proud to say that they learn TAMIL language & speaks
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July 31,2017

Dear Mr. Watanabe,

Best Regards,

Stelios M. POTIRAKIS, 2017-06

On the completion of the Associate Professor
half period of my Research Dept. of Electronics Engineering
Fellowship, 1 would like to Piraeus University of Applied Sciences (TEI of Piraeus)
submit the attached Mid-
Term Internal Evaluation Re-
port for your information.

Mid-Term Report $.M. Potirakis, MIF Research Fellowship Gno: 17G06 p.20f4

frequency (VLF/LF) propagation between specific transmitters and the network of 8

Mid-Term Report

S.M. Potirakis, MIF Research Fellowship Gno: 17G06 p.1ofa

MATSUMAE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
Research Fellowship Gno: 17G06
of
Assoc. Prof. S. M. Potirakis
Mid-Term Internal Evaluation Report

Chofu, 31 July 2017

the end of

Title

Improving the of pr hquak and
the associated earthquake preparation processes by means of complex-systems
analysis methods

Brief Summary

The collaboration with Prof. Hayakaws, in the frame of the MIF Research Fellowship (Gno:
17G06) has been fruitful. The research progress is already ahead of the proposed schedule.
Two scientific articles (attached to this report) have already been authored, while the data
analysis s in parallel in progress and more articles are probably going to be submitted before

hortly after Other

on-schedule.

activities have been done.

1. Arrival in Japan, Settling down at Chofu-Tokyo, Start of Research Activities

After my arrival in Japan and the welcoming /guidance meeting with the Deputy Secretary
General of The Matsumae International Foundation (MIF) and host scientist Prof. Hayakawa
at the satellite office next to the Tokyo station, we departed for Chofu-Tokyo. At Chofu, my
accommodation was already arranged and my room at the International House of the
University of Electro-Cg e. Already

working on according to the submitted research proposal in order to assure that we will keep

2. Research progress

The research aim of this fellowship was to conduct research focused on the analysis of ultra-
low frequency (ULF) magnetic field data, as well as time series of other physical quantities
which are or might be related to the pre-earthquake electromagnetic (EM) phenomena
observed in the field prior to strong (of magnitude ~6 or larger) earthquakes (EQs), within the
framework of complex systems study. Our aim was o try to extract information for the
underlying EQ-preparation processes by analyzing their EM observables, namely, time series
of ULF magnetic fields and other physical quantities possibly related to EM phenomena such
asthe air ionization data,

In this framework, after deciding the time periods to investigate and the physical quantities
to analyze, we immediately started working on the ULF magnetic field data from ground-
based geomagnetic observatories, as well as on ionospheric data as reflected in the very-

receivers of Prof. Hayakawa. Moreover, soon we will start the analysis of ar ionization
the Sendai station. As already mentioned the purpose of our analysis is to find $.M. Potirakis, MIF Research Fellowship Gno: 17606 p.30f4
s of precursory EM phenomena taking place prior to recent strong EQs which

ed in the wider area of Japan.
Moo USHIO (Department of Aerospace Engineering, Tokyo Metropolitan
, both Phase 1: “Time series analysis” and Phase 2: “Assessment of analysis results” )

submitted research proposal (see Gantt chart at the end of this report) are in full in LEI (Geomechanics Research Group, Institute of Geo-Resources and
sment, while Phase 3: “Dissemination” activities has started earlier than scheduled ment, Geological Survey of Japan, National Institute of Advanced Industrial
fe have already analyzed some ULF magnetic field and VLF/LF propagation time series, ind Technology (AIST), Tsukuba)

e plan to analyze more of them as well s air-ionization data. Moreover, associations fuya KODAMA (Research and Development Directorate, Japan Aerospace
fong EQs which happened in Japan have already been found, while we expect to find jon Agency, Tsukuba)

fer finishing the remaining scheduled time series analyses.

lectures, in UEC | met:

ing the dissemination activities:

uyoshi Z. NANJO, Global Center for Asian and Regional Research Division of

jave already submitted two articles in which MIF Research Fellowship has been ke Prediction Research, University of Shizuoka
ledged (please see p. 33 of the first article and p. of the second one): '

e 69th Seismo Elect tic Seminar, Chiba Uniy | met:
“Natural time analysis on the ULF magnetic field variations prior to the 2016 eismo Electromagnetic seminar, Chiba University | me

umamoto earthquakes” by S. M. Potirakis, A. Schekotov, T. Asano and M. Hayakawa tsumi HATTORI (Graduate School of Science, Chiba University),
foyuki NAKATA (Graduate School of Science, Chiba University),

“Electromagnetic phenomena related to the 2011 Tohoku eanhquake and tsunami:
in-Yenq (Tiger) LIU (Institute of Space Science, National Central University,

short review” by . M. Potirakis, A. Schekotov and M. Hayak:

over, in the frame of dissemination and networking activities | have given three HAN (Graduate School of Science, Chiba University)
and met many scientists (please see next Sections).

in Japan
res
in Japan is rolling without any prbblems Everybody is very kind and he\pful
fame of my up to now visitin Japan | had the opportunity to present my work by giving fe the UEC, e.g. at
jing three lectures (please also see attached material): Enghsh | manage to move round, shop and generally accomplih my
19/06/2017, UEC Alliance Center, University of Electro-Communications
itle: “The quest for credible earthquake precursors: the case of fracture-induced Weekends, if | don't have too much work, | am trying to know better Tokyo
electromagnetic emissions” int places such as parks, museums, markets, historical places etc.

26/06/2017, 69th Seismo Electromagnetic Seminar, Chiba University
itle: “The quest for credible earthquake precursors: the case of fracture-induced
electromagnetic emissions”
#/07/2017, UEC Allance Centar, Universy ofElectro-Communestions s until now very successful. Not only our joint research work with Prof.
led by Applying
" Advanced Time Series Analysis on their Observables” | had the opp di my work by giving and
Japanese scientists.

ing other scientists

Sincerely,

all, | would like to acknowledge the valuable help of Prof. Hayakawa in arranging

He was g to hel Iso eager

Bk o | should ry 10 e, Prof. Hayakawa arranged al meetings, while i some Associate Professor, Dept. of Electronics Engineering

e had to travel together with me (to Chiba, to Hino-Tokyo and to Tsukuba) in order for
jave the opportunity to meet them. | would like to thank him for his efforts.

Stelios M. POTIRAKIS

Piracus University of Applied Sciences (TEI of Piracus)
Nely, | mention some of the scientists which I had the opportunity to meet so far: Temporary Address (01/06/2017-30/09/2017):

Hayakawa Institute of Seismo-Elect t
Prof. Yasuhide HOBARA (Department of Communication Engineering and ayalaws Institute of Selsmo-Electromagnetics

Informatics, University of Electro-Communications) UEC Alliance Center #521, 1-1-1 Kojimacho, Chofu, Tokyo
1820026, Japan, Tel. +81-42-444-6349

’v

DB RRRE

WHRATE D02 2. BIROE D

BHHE 2 EMNHR L ETET,

vy R SHRERE
BRI %R

HEHI

Stelios M. POTIRAKIS
(20174 E 7 zu—)

Mid-Term Report S.M. Potirakis, MIF Research Fellowship Gno: 17G06 p.aofa

Gantt chart: Research Schedule & Milestones

‘The yellow-shaded region denotes the already completed part of activities, red-shaded milestones have already been reached fully, while the green-
hsded milestone is the currently resched one.

Research Phase by 31 ec 2016 31 August 2017
Preparation/Evaluation Phase

Preparation forVisting Japan
Phase 1: Time eries anaysis

Al ofother physclquntites
Phase 2: Assessment ofanalysi results

new EM precursar/s generation model/s

Phase 3: Dissemination

Avarding o Fellowsig] >

Milstones : Miterm nterral vl Finl el evluation
surtolFellowshipn Japa)

ndof Fellowship i Jpe|

* Those who like to read the detailed report by Dr. POTIRAKIS, please contact
MIF at contact@mif-japan.org.
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bhE< 3w (contact@mif-japan.org )
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July 31,2017
Dear Sirs,

Ten years ago | came to
Japan as a fellow of the Mat-
sumae Foundation.

| have discovered for me
the country that is one of
the richest ones culturally,
got acquainted with its nice

people, and learned its taste

and spirit. | discovered a new world for me. Without any
overestimate, my stay in Japan 10 years ago opened a
new era in my life and researcher career.
| am very thankful to the Matsumae Foundation for
the opportunity to stay and perform research in Japan.
With the warmest wishes to the Matsumae Founda-
tion and your country,

Yours sincerely,

Andriy Serebryannikov, 2007-05

104EFICMIF7 = o — & LCRH L E LTz, AT E D HREIULWIZ D o L b ELTEOOGLEOTHY, %
S DI ZEBTE LR, BMEERIENTE I L, HLWIHARDBHT 72 DT, BRIMETIEL L.
104ERT O A RRBRAMEAAN D N4 Z L THFIZEE NEICHT LOWEEROEB T 2 b 72 o T hE LT, HEES
Z TR AT METEBRFMEIC RO TERHBE L EFE 3, 2haTid, MeiEBRKFREZ LCHRII IS %S
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Andriy Serebryannikov (20074EfE 7 =1 —)
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July 9,2017
Dear friends and staff members of Matsumae Interna-
tional Foundation:

It's always great to receive
your news, | now thank you
for the nice post card for the

New year. So, | wish you all
the success in this and in the

) =
d.

and peaceful.

So the humanity will become

b

I remember always my opportunity to have had

happier, beautiful, developed

a training period as chest physician at the National
Cancer Center in Tokyo, with Professors S. Ikeda and N.
Saijo and | 'm proud to have studied with these world
renamed Japanese scientific.

I'm still working and teaching at National Cancer
Institute in Bogota, Colombia, with the National
University of Colombia, and El Bosque University in
Bogota.

Best greetings

Plutarco Garciaherreros MD.FCCP.,1983-12
Chest physician

Instituto Nacional de Cancerologia
Professor of Medicine

Universidad Nacional de Colombia
Universidad El Bosque
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June 27,2017
Dear MIF,

It is Margarita from Bulgar-
ia- the MIF fellow in 2014.

How are you? Long time
we have not heard each
other. | miss Japan and the
days that we spent together.
| really hope to visit your

wonderful country again and

to be honest | would like to stay in Japan forever.
About me....Since | back in October 2014, | was sad
and | was missing Japan, but | had to work very hard and
this really helped me to pass through this time. Then |
started a second job as a school teacher in chemistry

MIF

and physics and | was very busy.. Now | am off of the
school because of summer holiday and | am more free.

| also have a great desire to write at least one more
paper and | hope to find time for this.

I am planning to go at about three weeks on holiday
in Greece in the end of July and then | will start working
on the paper.

With warm regards,
Margarita MILANOVA, 2014-07

Chief Assistant
Institute of General and Inorganic Chemistry

BRI THBBO 28 TT A, BIETRITLTEY) 9, ROBITEDIKLTB) L7, HRZLTI—#
1T T L7 R AV LW T, BEL LOWHARANOEFEHEATED, 618 LAEFEATIVWDOTT,
20144E10FITIRE L TRk, HADETHEL L, ZLUTHARZEENTZONETHAEL VO T, ITERS
NBZLET, ZORBERNID ELTVET, (WELYHEOBEIZEIZE L LTIHO, KEIL L2 o 72D TT A5,
HRRIRITA D BOORMITEZ L, LI EHET KKHEZ2>TwET, 7THADOHKREIZ3E
RIZEXY ¥ 2 ITHRIRITIT S £ 925, 20k, SRXOBEIZE) 225 FETT,

AR A IR E R ST
F—TTYARRY b
Margarita MILANOVA  (20144EF 7 = u—)
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June 10,2017 Herewith | attached you the Poster presentation
Dear MIF, with the results of my staying at National Institute
Agrobiological Science (NIAS) Japan. Acknowledging

How are you my friends?? the financial support provided by MIF.

| am very fine too. Really | am Well that is all for the moment.

missing all of you. With kind regards,
My staying in Japan | will

never forget overall for your Marcos E. Martinez-Montero, 2016-13

great organization with all Main Researcher

details for MIF fellows. Maybe Bioplantas Center, Plant Breeding Laboratory

one day | will visit you again. University of Ciego de Avila
Or you could visit me in Cuba too. OK.
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April 18,2017
Dear Sir,

Research fellowship directory.
I'm very glad to receive itand | assume that itis a new

How are you? Myanmar
New Year Festival was held
during these days (April 13-
16) and April 17 is the 1st day
of Myanmar Calendar. I'd like

to wish all the best to you all
from MIF as a new year’s wish
and thank for sending me

year’s gift and bring me all the luck for this year.
Thank a lot and best wishes,

Phyu Phyu Myint, 2016-07
Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry
Sittway University
MYANMAR

BIURTT? I+ Y~ —TCOHFEOBHWIZ4L AIBH~16HIZHr I TITbNE LT, I ¥~ —0DF T
41TH» B E LD £T, MIFOBRIZTZELH 2 2 L2 FEOMBEE L, o, HLVWEEZEXEEL B
BEDOWIRREDHINEITEVE LT, BEELAENRVWIZERIREE L, ZREHFEDOX 7 b THESE
HEATNDZDDLEBVWET, REDHYIBLE D TSFE LT,

Yy b xR
e
HeHIR

Phyu Phyu Myint (20164EfE 7 =1 —)
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April 3,2017
Dear MIF,

will not forget the wonderful experience in a haste.
| returned safely and now with my family.

Thank you so much. Words
cannot express my gratitude
to you and MIF. The fellow-
ship has given me a life time
memory and experience that
cannot be easily erased. You
team at the MIF is a wonderful

one, you guys are great and |

MIF D &~

Thank you and God bless.

Stanley C. Onuoha, Ph.D., 2016-24
Lecturer

Department of Biotechnology,
Ebonyi State University,

HODEIZTEVET, BEFTCRFEFErRRESNEA, MIFOBBEEZ I Ic—4F0BWH L ER%
52T, RLCREIPOHET I LETEZVA, MITEBEFHEOF -2 REZEL L, ZO0BWV
HIZT CIt3ER O NI A, EEILRETE, SRFKEE—HTT, 2B 7 L THOBINERD 2 X )12,

FAP= YT TR=MILKEE

NAZT 7 7 av—%R

]

Stanley C. Onuoha (20164EfE 7 =1u—)
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May 8, 2017
Dear MIF Friends,

| just want to send all you my best greetings from
Baku (Azerbaijan). | am visiting our MIF friend Flora and
her University and also discovering her wonderful city
and the interesting Azerbaijani culture.

After meeting Zorica, this is the second friend MIF
that | meet after my Japanese experience. | hope to
have the chance to meet all the others one-by-one:
At the beginning of July | will visit Paris (Sorinnnnnn)
and also Egypt (Ahmeeeed). In December may be Cuba
(Marcoooooo0ssss ... and why not to extend to meet
Maria Elena) .. and | hope to visit very soon Bulgaria
(Chavdar) and Sri Lanka (Nirmalie). | visited recently
Malaysia but didn't have the chance to meet our friend
Nur Huda.

It is your own merit if now we have many good
friends around the whole world.

MIFO¥EREZ L TREANTz B~

Best wishes and warmest greetings to all you.

Chefi TRIKI, 2016-14
Assistant Professor
Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Natural Sciences

University of Salento

NI (TENNA YY) 26 THRERL LT E3, FIBIE. MIFOKATH dFloraZ L THEXDOK¥ %
FRTEY, BHEL L 2oBERECT EXVNAL Ve vOIXLEHE L TWE T, Zoricak & o TUUR, 5H
BMIFORAN%Z#02 2BEDOKTS, %&b L D, LV E&AZHATVWETLVWERWE S, 7TAMHIC
BRYVDY )y, VT MDOT — XA FEHRBITETT, ZITF2a—NIfTE, ~VarRER)T - ZVvF
EEVWET, FLTGEARIRTIVT Y 7 ERY I v diRlcvwEBvEd, BH, V=¥ 7I2dfTo%D
TED, X= Ve Ry XERI LR TEZIRATLR, MIF720—DX Yy bELT, HHRFPIZKANER

DIENRTESLZ LT,

v v bR
B, W, HARREE LI
Bh#i%

Chefi TRIKI (20164EE 7xu—)

Waiting to hear from you alll

We are always /ooleing forward to receiving letters, photos from all the MIF
Fellows so that those can be shared with the MIF Family by displaying them
in the next issues o][MIF NEWS LETTER.

CEE CHNIEHETRATH Y, EXEREBICRBRLEEDOTEH Y EEA

B
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INFORMATION on MIF RESEARCH FELLOWS

1. by Gender

Male
Female

573
224

2. by Countries
Asia(235)

P. R. of China

Bangladesh
Myanmar
Indonesia
Philippines
Viet Nam
Malaysia
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
Mongolia
Nepal

Singapore
Bhutan

Pacific(7)

Australia
New Zealand

FI.J]' ............................................ 1
Middle East(66)

Turkey weeeessseesssessseessvees 17

1T T 10

Iraq .......................................... 9

Jordan .................................... 8

Saudi Arabia -
Lebanon

Africa(150)

Egypt
Nigeria
Kenya

Total:

4-1

http://www.mif-japan.org

(' since 198010 2017)

Ethiopia «ssseeeeesssssssseeees 7 Eur
Uganda s 7
MOTOCCQ ###eeereresrnesnnssnenannannns 5
Cote d'Ivoire - -4
D. R. of Congo «wewessessseee .2
Madagascar e 2
Algeria 2
Benin 1
Botswana «w e seeeeeeeesseesnesnenns 1
Eritrea 1
GUINIEA +veveeeseeeeesssssssessannnens 1

Liberia -

Senegal
South Africa
Mozambique -
Lesotho

North America(13)

Canada

Latin America(83)

Argentine
Brazil
Mexico
Colombia

Paraguay
Uruguay
Venezuela
Bolivia
Costa Rica

797 Research Fellows from 118 countries

The Matsumae International Foundation
4-46, Kamiogi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 167-0043 JAPAN

e-mail: contact@mif-japan.org

ope(243)

Poland - eeeeseeesereseenenenenes
Uzbekistan

Bu]garia ..........

RUSSIQ ++evereresesrsssosasasassssesenes
Hungary

Ukraine -

Ttaly

Romania .
F.R. of Germany ............... 10
Czech Republic «eeeweeees .9
Spain ....................................... 9
Serbia 8
CrOatia «weeeeeereeeesssssesesesensnsnnns 6
Georgia .................................. 6
Slovakiq e« eeeeeseeeseesssnesesnens 6
ATTNIENQ w+eveeerereresreseresseseenes 5
Belarus -« eeesereseresesesesesnns 5
Portugal ................................. 5
United Kingdom w--eeee .5

GLEECE ++eeerereremeressesmeneueseanaes 4
Teeland - eweeeeeeesesesesnsnsusunns 3
Ireland 3
Kazakhstan(Qazagstan) - 4
Latvig s eeeeeeeeeeeees 3
Netherlands - eeeeeeres 3
Austria 2
Azerbaijan ............................. 2
Belgium .................................. 2
Bosnia and Herzegovina -+ 2
Estonia -

Moldova




