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Special Interview

Major Successes
Based on the Founder’s Philosophy

AlliE o BAZ WKW HNG 2

Former Chairperson Prof. Dr. Hirohisa UCHIDA
MHEMBA MEEER

The Matsumae International Foundation (The MIF) reached a milestone in 2019 as it celebrated the 40th
anniversary of its founding. The recipients of the MIF Research Fellowship so far, 850 researchers from 120
countries and regions, are active in a wide variety of fields, including academia, politics, and education, as
they strive to solve the issues that their countries face. The MIF has received the following message for its
fellows from Former Chairperson Prof. Dr. Hirohisa Uchida.

| have advised international students from many countries, including the MIF fellows, and from 2009 to
2017, | served as Chairperson of the MIF. My greatest pleasure is in the significant achievements and
successes of alumni of my laboratory and the MIF fellows. When | visited other countries for academic
conferences and the like during my term as Chairperson, fellows sometimes invited me into their homes.
And in recent years, it has become possible to inquire about their circumstances via e-mail or social me-
dia. | can't help thinking that these kinds of ties are the treasured outcomes of the fellowship program. As
a long-time researcher who has been involved in the development of hydrogen-based energy, | would like
to send a little message to all of you.

As you all know, the interesting part of research is collecting knowledge that goes beyond concerns
about ethnicity or religion to solve the world’s problems. You discuss matters with people who hold vari-
ous ideas and opinions and produce new discoveries by learning from one another. When these discov-
eries positively contribute to society, nothing can replace that joy. You cannot carry out good research by
staying shut away in your laboratory. What we need as genuine researchers is an international mindset
and an awareness of the need to broaden our horizons and put our ideas to practical use.
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Some of you may look at the current reality and struggle with your research activities, due to constraints
on funding or laboratory equipment. In addition, the more you want to solve your own country’s prob-
lems, the more you may run up against these kinds of barriers. In many countries that have not set up a
favorable environment for research, you may conduct basic theoretical research. But, the fact is that this
research often does not gibe with the needs of the industrial sector.
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Even so, societies keep changing, and the results that societies demand from research at universities
and other institutions also keep changing. Those of you who are involved in research on a daily basis
most likely see countless issues contained in your respective fields. Don't forget to keep on solving each
one of them.

Don’t limit yourself to presenting your results in the form of a written publication. Instead, promote
them in such venues as international conferences. At such conferences, you can hold discussions with
researchers more advanced than yourself while finding colleagues with whom you can exchange ideas.
Those interactions can be the starting point for expanding your research and acquiring new ideas, and
such venues have also given rise to numerous international joint research projects. Actively participating
in such venues will broaden both your networks and your point of view.

During your six months as the MIF fellows, you lived in Japan and carried out your research in a dif-
ferent culture, so you have already taken the first step in becoming a researcher who can succeed in an
international context. Life in Japan must have been different from life in your home country, and you must
have had a lot of stimulating experiences. You can expect each of those sensory impressions to become
a treasured memory. | hope that you make use of the results of these experiences as you blaze your own
path through your work and life.

In the course of your study tour in Japan, you encountered the philosophy of Dr. Shigeyoshi Matsumae,
founder of the MIF, and | hope that you always keep it in your heart. As an engineer in the field of tele-
communication, Dr. Matsumae was the first in the world to develop non-loaded cable communications
systems. In addition, he was dispatched to Hiroshima immediately after it was subjected to the world’s
first atomic bombing. And the experience of seeing the horrific conditions there led him to the firm convic-
tion that we must find a proper moral basis for our use of science and technology.

Humanity is now facing a rapidly changing world that is becoming more multipolar in the midst of the
threat of the novel coronavirus. Viewing these situations one way, we can say that the future is unforesee-
able, but things another way, we can say that we have an opportunity to create a new era. Precisely be-
cause we are at such a crossroads, | fervently hope that all of you who have encountered Dr. Matsumae’s
philosophy at the MIF will enjoy great success in your endeavors.
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LETTER FROM PARTNERS (2018 FELLOW)

| am a researcher based in the
Department of Botany, Faculty
of Sciences at the University of
Lomé (Togo), holding a doctor-
ate in Forest Ecology obtained
in 2012 from the Beijing Forestry
University (China).

| later enrolled in several post-
doctoral programs supported by
the Chinese Ministry of Sciences
and Technology and was hosted
at the China—Africa Science and
Technology Partnership Program
(CASTEP), The World Academy
of Sciences-German Research
Foundation (DFG), and the Matsumae International
Foundation (MIF). The postdoctoral research disser-
tation was almost focused on National wide time
series productivity of ecosystems and plant
diversity monitoring, about precipitation and
temperature trend within the context of climate
change in Togo, and aimed at evaluating the in-
volvement of specific ecosystems contribution to at-
mospheric carbon sequestration.

CASTEP and TWAS-DFG postdoctoral program
has improved and given high value to my candidacy,
and | was successfully promoted to Assistant Pro-
fessor in July 2017. | used the new opportunity giv-
en by the Matsumae International Foundation (MIF)
through my stay in Kyoto University, Laboratory of
Ecosystem Production and Dynamics, to develop a
strong network with Japanese scholars on one hand
and design the first steps of my next candidacy for
Associate Professor Position.

Since September 2021, | have been nominated
Associate Professor during the 43rd sessions of the
African and Malagasy Council for Higher Education
(CAMES). The new position allows me to be a full
lecturer in any University in an African French-speak-
ing country. However, | will continue focusing my

Dr. Fousséni FOLEGA

4 Togo 3 Department of Botany, Faculty of Sciences, University of Lomé
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research on tropical area key issues in relation to
Landscape ecology dynamic with EO tools and tech-
nology; Monitoring and modeling of ecosystems and
agrosystems resources in the context of CC; As my
contribution to SDGs achievement, several services
to communities with landscape and EBA approach,
which follows GEF and FAQ initiatives, will be uncon-
ditionally provided.

Being nominated the MIF ambassador in Togo
since 2018, | expect the strengthens of the MIF fel-
lows’ network via an annual online meeting. | highly
hope COVID-19 will be definitively solved, thus could
allow the MIF to launch a new call that can give an
opportunity to young researchers to get familiar with
Japanese culture on the whole.

November 2021, Lomé, TOGO

Dr. FOLEGA is the first fellow of the MIF from Togo in 2018.

LETTER FROM PARTNERS (CAMEROON FELLOWS)
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Prof. Jean Paul DZOYEM o
Prof. Remy Bertrand TEPONNO (o4

Prof. Maurice Ducret AWOUAFACK (o)
Prof. Jean-De-Dieu TAMOKOU co1s)
Prof. Beaudelaire Kemvoufo PONOU o)

[ Department of Biochemistry/Chemistry, Faculty of Science, University

of Dschang J

We would like to express our gratitude to The Matsu-
mae International Foundation for the Fellowship that
enabled us to carry out scientific research in Japan.
We learnt more about the use of spectroscopic tech-
niques to characterize and fully identify isolated com-
pounds from natural sources as well as the use of
advanced methods for evaluating the pharmacolog-
ical effects of drug candidates. We had a great time
in the laboratories where we enjoyed doing research
with other colleagues. In addition to the extraordinary
scientific experience gained during this research
stage, we were exposed to Japanese food and cul-
ture. The other highlight of our trip was the study tour
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to Kyoto, Nara, and Hiroshima. Since the last day of
the tour was overwhelming, as we visited Hiroshima,
it also prodded us to appreciate the need for global
efforts towards world peace and cooperation.

In general, we can say that the trip has become
an invaluable experience for us. The scientific meth-
ods developed during our stay in Japan started to
be implemented as routine methods in our respective
Departments in the Faculty of Science, University of
Dschang, Cameroon. The knowledge and skills we
gained during this period helped in our profession.
Hence, we shared and continue to share our experi-
ence and knowledge with colleagues and students in
Cameroon and all over the world.

Finally, we would like to express special thanks to
our host scientists and to the MIF staff who did ev-
erything to make us feel at home throughout the stay.

During our stay in Japan under the financial support
of the Matsumae International Foundation, we were
supervised by very great scientists, and we learned
how to use modern and sophisticated techniques to
do high-level research. Consequently, we obtained
very important results which are now published in
internationally renowned journals. We also learned a
lot about the culture and history of Japan, particular-
ly during the study tour. Furthermore, we noticed that
our host professors were very hardworking since they
were practically the first to arrive at the institutes and
the last to leave. Their way of working has inspired us
a lot and this is the reason why we are very productive
scientifically today. Since the end of our internships, we
have had various successes. Some of us have been
promoted to the rank of Associate Professor and oth-
ers will move to this rank by the end of this year if ev-
erything goes well. Furthermore, always after our stay
in Japan, we have had various prestigious scholarship
programs and international awards and distinctions.

Cameroon is the only one of the six Central African
countries (Cameroon, Central African Republic, Re-
public of Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Chad)
whose researchers have benefited from the MIF with
13 fellows in 2019. Six of them are from the Facul-
ty of Sciences of the University of Dschang. Sever-
al researchers and Ph.D. students from neighboring
countries are doing their work in Cameroonian univer-
sities. The group we are creating is initially made up
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Prof. PONOU: Demonstrating the use of Medium Pressure Liquid Chroma-
tography (MPLC) to his PhD students

VIRV REFBARO L FFICHE W R FEELTED
NWHEDTVET, ZOM IR B R Hak e A
Wi BB -MEOBI TR AL, A A=V RO R o
AR o b A Lt Qg T,

T ATIRBEH B O AT F72, T, A7z BD% 0
LTI 2EICH LW DI TH A TLEE 7 MIF O 4k
LTS,

MIF O3 %% 2T THARITHTEL TV A, #7biddER
ICENTFEHEODE, BERIEEITH7012, BN T
VERRS NI B 3 5 PO E L7, TR, & T
DEELAME RSO, B, BERMICHE 2 %AW 551218
WINTHET, 72, THERRATTIE. HARD UL EEEILC
DNWTEHLDILZF VT LTz E6IC, 2B OIRELHEO
FeE T RESMTH LI LIDRDDEF L B, i
PNTHEZETICEIE L, mBIIFELTC0EL Vo7l
EHOBEHUTBILINLBONELHYVFELIZ TIN5
AFA7zH AR A IEFAEFE CTH LB TS MIFO
Tars2ME T LK, Bobid, SESFRBIFINDTEEL
720 HMZIFHEHEZICTHEL 72 ADVIUR, HFNFIE SRR
FTICELIZ DT ZIZAMETHADNE T, EHIT, HAH

06

b
|
-
2]
=
%
3
:
Z
2]
=
@




07

THE MIF NEWSLETTER,/ Bilingual Edition No.7

of MIF fellows working at the University of Dschang
and will be extended to all universities in Cameroon.
The general objective of this group is to popularize
the philosophy of Dr. Shigeyoshi MATSUMAE in or-
der to increase the Cameroonian MIF community. To
achieve this objective, we intend to organize semi-
nars gathering all young researchers from the Uni-
versity of Dschang and all Cameroonian Universities.
During these seminars, we will expose themes such
as i-The philosophy of Dr. Shigeyoshi MATSUMAE,
i-How to prepare an application to be submitted to
MIF? iii-How to select the Japanese host institution?
iv-How to apply to MIF? iv-Japanese culture. Through
these activities, we expect to have an increase in
the number and quality of the MIF community in the
Central African sub-region in general and particular-
ly in Cameroon. This will contribute to the influence
of Cameroonian researchers and the universities of
Cameroon at national and international levels.

We, the MIF community of the University of Dschang
(Cameroon), are expecting in the future to have as-
sistance from MIF to acquire some useful scientific
equipment and consumables from Japan in view to
improve our research work at home as the Alexan-
der von Humboldt (the prestigious German Research
Foundation) community in their home countries. If the
MIF could give its approval on such our expectations,
we will be happy to formalize the process in an ensu-
ing collaborative protocol between us. This will, there-
fore, improve our research outputs and strengthen the
collaboration between MIF and our MIF community as
well as Cameroon and Japan friendship.

November 2021, Dschang, CAMEROON

Prof. TEPONNO: Culturing fungi

Prof. PONOU: Discussing with his PhD students
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Message from Dean

Prof. Dr. Emmanuel NGAMENI

The Faculty of Science, University of Dschang, Cameroon

As a Dean of the Faculty of Science at the University of Dschang
(Cameroon), | am very proud to The Matsumae International
Foundation Alumni community in our faculty. | have always re-
ceived good reports on the research stays of our 6 colleagues
who had the opportunity to visit Japan and carried out out-
standing research investigations with latest facilities in some
Japanese universities.

They informed me that, the MIF community of the Faculty of Science at the University of Dschang
in Cameroon is the largest community among others all over the world. | therefore take the opportunity
to express my gratitude to The Matsumae International Foundation for supporting our researchers in
their careers.

The research in our faculty is under the supervision of the Centre of studies, Research and Valoriza-
tion of Natural Resources and Technologies (CERVARENT). This Centre is constituted of about 15 Re-
search Units with their research interests focused on Medicinal plants, Drugs discovery, Pharmacology,
Earth Sciences, Mathematics, Computer Sciences, and Technologies.

| am opened to collaborations and would be pleased if a multidisciplinary research center of
excellence in natural resources (medicinal plants, pharmacology, drugs discovery, etc.) could be
created in the Faculty of Science at the University of Dschang in cooperation with The Matsumae Inter-
national Foundation in view to valorize such a biodiversity.

My Seasons greetings to all the MIF staffs and communities.

=
|
-
<2}
=
:
3
2
Z
<2}
=
@

NVIA WOYUA TDVSSTHIN

Tx VT RFBFROFIHREEL T, RAFIARHE E R K IF M ORBAEIIZ =T DB I L REFHH LIS
THEVET . KFEFO6HIE, BARITHIEL, KFORF i TIT 72 RH IOV T, Wb TIEE LW SR Z )
HLUNTWET,

O, EHDH, KFEFOMIF 332=711d, #HFPTRRTHLLEVHIASEEZITEL ZOHEBRYL
T\ REZEOWIEG DF XV T2 H 2 TLEES72 MIF ICHFLRL EFEd,

REAOWFENL, KRG IHEBMII AT B0 FEL m AN L2 I FE L > 7 — DB FI2H Y, AR,
RIS, SEHZ2 MWERELE, B2k, gV ¥a—F—HA TR, T2/aY—ENGET K 15O E L=y bCHE ST
WEY,

MIF ERFFRO T Dbe, AWML ROt n FAHIGC, MY, S, QI3RS KRB IS A D5
W) F B I FE M % 3 3L CEIULIE L BV E T

RELDS, HEFTOTRIBE ST REBHVHL EIFEd.

Ix TR BAELS
FEE - HIE v aT - vh A

08



09

THE MIF NEWSLETTER,/ Bilingual Edition No.7

Articles of Fellows

@ Fellow
@ Host Professor
® Title of Article

2017 FELLOWS

(D Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anuwat Wiratsudakul
Department of Clinical Sciences and Public Health, Faculty
of Veterinary Science, Mahidol University, Nakhon Pathom,
Thailand

@ Prof. Dr. Satoshi Sekiguchi
Department of Veterinary Science, Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Miyazaki, Miyazaki, Japan

(® The implementation of cattle market closure strategies to
mitigate the foot-and-mouth disease epidemics: A contact
modeling approach. Research in Veterinary Science 121
(2018) 76-84.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/piil
50034528818303539?via%3Dihub

2019 FELLOWS

(@ Dr. Patrick Akata Nwofe
Faculty of Science, Department of Industrial Physics, Ebonyi
State University, Abakaliki, Nigeria

@ Prof. Dr. Mutsumi Sugiyama
Faculty of Science and Technology, Department of Electrical
Engineering, Tokyo University of Science, Noda, Japan

® Complexing Agent-Dependent Properties of Chemically
Deposited Tin Antimony Sulphide Thin Films for Use in
Sustainable Energy Devices. Journal of Electronic Materials
volume 51, pages 1148-1162 (2022)
httos://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11664-021-09376-8

(D Assoc. Prof. Ts. Dr. Mohd Rosli Mohd Hasan
Sustainable Asphalt Research Group, School of Civil
Engineering, Engineering Campus, Universiti Sains Malaysia,
Penang, Malaysia

@ Dr. Hiromitsu Nakanishi
Taiyu Kensetsu Co. Ltd., Nagoya, Japan

® Study on Wash-out of Asphalt Mixture Caused by Repeated
Heating and Cooling Immersion Test. Journal of Materials and
Engineering Structures 7 (2020) 633-638.
htto://revue.ummto.dz/index.php/JMES/article/download/2600/pdf

® Improvements of TPS-Porous Asphalt Using Wax-Based
Additives for the Application on Malaysian Expressway. Jurnal
Kejuruteraan (Journal of Engineering), Volume 33 (2): May
2021, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia.
https://www.ukm.my/jkukm/wp-content/uploads/2021/
3302/05.pdf

@ Dr. Eltayb Abdellatef
Commission for Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering,
National Center for Research, Khartoum, Sudan

@ Prof. Dr. Hisashi Tsujimoto
Arid Land Research Center, Tottori University, Tottori, Japan

® Tuning Beforehand: A Foresight on RNA Interference (RNAI)
and In Vitro-Derived dsRNAs to Enhance Crop Resilience to
Biotic and Abiotic Stresses. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2021, 22, 7687.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms22147687

(D Assoc. Prof. Dr. Roza |. Jalmakhanbetova
L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Nur-Sultan,
Kazakhstan

@ Dr. Yerlan M. Suleimen (2009)
The Laboratory of Engineering Profile of NMR Spectroscopy,
Sh. Ualikhanov Kokshetau University, Kokshetau, Kazakhstan

@ Prof. Dr. Masayoshi Oyama
Laboratory of Pharmacognosy, Gifu Pharmaceutical University,
Gifu, Japan

® Isolation and In Silico Anti-COVID-19 Main Protease (Mpro)
Activities of Flavonoids and a Sesquiterpene Lactone
from Artemisia sublessingiana. Hindawi Journal of Chemistry
Volume 2021, Article ID 5547013, 8 pages.
https://doi.org/10.1155/2021/5547013

@ Prof. Dr. Beaudelaire K. Ponou

@ Prof. Dr. Rémy B. Teponno (2014)
Research Unit of Environmental and Applied Chemistry,
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, University of
Dschang, Dschang, Cameroon

@ Prof. Dr. Tomofumi Miyamoto
Department of Natural Products Chemistry, Graduate School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan

(3 Manniosides B-F, five new triterpenoid saponins from the
leaves of Schefflera mannii (Hook.f.) Harms. Carbohydrate
Research 502 (2021) 108279.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.carres.2021.108279


https://www.ukm.my/jkukm/wp-content/uploads/2021/3302/05.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0034528818303539?via%3Dihub
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The MIF has renewed its website.
https://www.mif-japan.org
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https://www.mif-japan.org/jp/fellowship/announcement/
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The MIF 2023 Research Fellowship Program

The MIF has officially released its 2023 program.
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Please check its website out to get the details.
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https://www.mif-japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/

Please note that the application period will be from April 1,

2022, to June 30, 2022 (Japan Standard Time).
The MIF looks forward to your applications!!

@ Special Thanks

To Prof. Uchida,

Thank you very much for your kind
cooperation in the interview. Your mes-
sage will surely bring back good mem-
ories to the MIF fellows and motivate
them to continue research activities in
their home countries.

To Dr. Folega,

Thank you very much for your contribu-
tion. The MIF strongly believes that you
will encourage young researchers in
Togo to look for research opportunities
in Japan under the MIF program.

To Prof. Dzoyem, Prof. Teponno,
Prof. Awouafack, Prof. Tamokou,

and Prof. Ponou,

Thank you very much for all your con-
tributions. Also, it's much appreciated
that you keep sharing your experienc-
es in Japan and the philosophy of Dr.
Matsumae with your colleagues and
students. The MIF hopes that you will
lead its community at the University of
Dschang and in entire Cameroon.

To Prof. Ngameni

and the Faculty of Science,

the University of Dschang,

Thank you very much for your letter. It
is an honor to have received it. The MIF
would like to take this opportunity to
express its gratitude to your faculty for
your interest in the MIF.

To the MIF fellows and host professors,
It's greatly appreciated that you have
acknowledged the MIF in your pub-
lications. The MIF wishes you further
achievements and success in your ac-
ademic careers.
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The Matsumae International Foundation

4-14-46, Kamiogi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 167-0043 JAPAN
@ https://www.mif-japan.org [ e-mail: contact@mif-japan.org

{ ABOUT THE COVER ] %#izou\T

The MIF office covered with snow in January 2022. In the garden, Nandina
berries were turning beautiful colors. Nandina is loved by people in Japan as
a tree of good fortune.
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